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Sharing with Our Faith

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Wishing you all a Happy Lunar New
Year!

Spring time is a good time to start a
year's plan. This year is the "Year of the
Boar." On this wakening moment,
everything starts a new life, with hundreds of
flowers blooming at one time and
everywhere is abounding with New Year
Greetings. Smiling faces are found near and
far.

But let us all rethink whether we are
living in Faith. First of all, Faith requires us
to be loyal the Lord with due respect and
adoration. Let us pause and consider during
last year if we had make improvements on
the context of loving God and our neighbor.
Have we nurtured our seeds of Faith, Hope
and Love? Or are we just stepping without
moving forward?

The Old Testament mentioned Abraham
who was loyal and has respected God and
listened to every arrangement God has made.
Abraham even sacrificed his only Son to
God to make Him pleased (Genesis 12: 1-8;
22:1-19).

Looking back to our lives which are
filled with ups and downs, what shall we do
to face them? From a positive angle, we
should encourage ourselves to stand the
trials and difficulties and pray to the Lord to
empower us to solve our problems and be
responsible. We should never face them
with negative attitude. Besides, we should
learn from Jesus Christ to become the Light
of the World and the Salt of the Earth, the
path leading to Brightness, and to make a
better life embracing the world.

God bless you!

Sister Christina Ha
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(" AN EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER )

English Commingity

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
a )\ teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
TOUCHING GOD behold I am with you always until the end of time."

(Matthew 28:19-20)

"When someone prays, God's hand reaches out and touches

lives. And when He answers, your life will truly be blessed." It is one passage from the scripture that made up the minds of the

participants who joined and participated in the Life in the Spirit
Seminar last October 2006. It was a very great experience for us all
to have a deeper understanding in faith and to grow a more Christian
life. As we went along with the seminar, there were various topics
and talks being presented. These enabled us to reflect on things
about our daily life as well as the depth of our faith.

Most often, we only remember to pray when we are in need
for something. May it be material, emotional, intellectual or
spiritual. The first thing that comes to mind when we are in
crisis is God and we believe that when we pray, our problems
and difficulties are being solved and our petitions are being

granted. . . e .
There were so many unexplained emotions within me. I was excited

and curious. I was even eager to make it through with the seminar.
Each of us had someone to guide and help us through the seminar
and we call them shepherds. They were with us throughout the
seminar. They have proven in their simple ways that God's love is
great.

But how do we pray?

It is simply a conversation with God. It is a one on one basis-
a heart to heart talk with Him who is our refuge. This is the
beauty of faith. We believe that someone great is out there
waiting for us to reach out to Him and marvel in His
goodness. We can feel Him in our hearts, we can'touch Him

in our lives and we can communicate with Him in prayer. I pray that I maybe able to share this love that God has shown me in

this experience of faith.

Great is the love of someone who prays for God Himself will
manifest the real essence of it. In prayer, He silently teaches ha ‘
us to follow His ways and live a truly fruitful and meaningful (Ministry on Liturgy)
life.

Lodje May Capuyan

Nancy P. Dacanay
\_ _/

e

\ Life in the spirit seminar

EXPERIENCING GOD'S LOVE

On the third Sundays of each month, we have a prayer meeting wherein we encounter different speakers who inspire, enlighten and
enrich our knowledge to have a deeper relationship with God.

When I joined St. Edward's Parish English Community, I have gained confidence in myself. Before, I was confused and hesitant if I can
lead a prayer as a participant in this spiritual activity. By the grace of God, I was being guided and helped by the Holy Spirit. I believed
that nothing is impossible. My love for God made me went through it.

Jesus says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but might have
eternal life." (John 3:16)

I was being struck by this Bible passage. The speaker emphasized about Jesus' unconditional love for us. Therefore, we must love Him
with all our heart, strength, mind and soul. It is also our duty to love God. We shall worship no other God but Him and that we should
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We all know that these are the two greatest commandments which God wants us to do. He
wants us to trust and share all our burdens to Him and He will always be with us to give us a helping hand. I firmly believe that through
prayer, either an invitation to the Holy Spirit, adoration, contrition, thanksgiving and petition, God will answer our prayers in the best
way possible.

Moreover, we must show our love for God, parents, loved ones and neighbors not only in words but most of all through our sincere
actions.

I am grateful for this opportunity to help me grow spiritually and become closer to God.
GOD BLESS US ALL!

Dorie Balmaceda
(usherette)

\ The joy of loving and serving the Lord!
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