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When we celebrate Lunar New -Year, it is not
enough to say “Happy New Year* or “Kung Hei Fat
Choi”. We must also bless others sincerely and pray for
them.

We have the ability to think. We can think about
every kind of thing. We can think about something right
and holy. We can also think about something wrong
and evil. For example, St. Damien thought that Jesus
loved the lepers and if a person treated the lepers
kindly, he treated Jesus kindly. On the contrary, Judas
thought that money was the most valuable thing in the
whole world and if a person had money, he would be
very happy. Michael Curley says, “Absolutely
everything that you have in your life at his moment is a
result of your thoughts”. This means that our present
reality is a consequence of our previous thoughts. For
example, St. Damien let his thought guide his
behaviour, as a result, he spent his whole life serving
the lepers and finally became a saint. On the contrary,
Judas let his thought guide his behaviour. As a result,
he betrayed Jesus for the sake of 30 pieces of silver
and finally committed suicide by hanging himself.
Therefore, either knowingly or unknowingly, we are
creating our future by our present thoughts.
Interestingly, most of us are unaware of this, and the
impact it bears on our personal lives. If these thoughts
arise from a conscious state of mind then we name it
materialization and take pride. However, if our thoughts
originate from a subconscious state of mind then we
name it as destiny or God’s will. Despite the origin of
our thoughts if all is well we are happy. Nevertheless,
frustration and unhappiness arises when things do not
work in our favor. Therefore, it is essential to realize
that the words we speak, the actions we perform, and
the thoughts we think are fundamental to the outcome
of our present lives. Not only what we said and what we
did affect our lives, our thoughts also exert great
influences on our present lives.

As we begin this New Year, let us reflect on our
thoughts and actions so as to identify our shortcomings
and change our thinking appropriately with the help of
our Lord Jesus Christ. By walking in the light of our
Lord and firmly believing in the power of our thoughts
we can realistically evaluate the credibility of our New
Year resolutions and commitments. Our Lord Jesus is
the light of the world. (Jn. 8:12) May He guide and bless
us, so that we can live with positive thoughts and
attitudes in this New Year.

Dear brothers and sisters let us join together in
prayer asking our almighty God to shower his abundant
blessings on all the parishioners of St. Edwards
Church, especially those who are celebrating this
Lunar New Year, that they may enjoy peace and
happiness in their families as they gather together and
celebrate this new beginning in their lives.

| wish you all a blessed and peaceful year of the
rabbit. May this New Year, fill your hearts with new
hopes, open up new horizons, and take you to a
brighter tomorrow.

Rev. Fr. Johnson, SVD
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English Community

Chinese New Year 2011

All of us know that this time of year is the most happy moments of the year. A lot of people looking forward to
celebrate Chinese New Year. A celebration of hope, happiness and prosperity to all. Everyone is looking forward to have
a happy and good health throughout the year.

One of the most important characteristics of Chinese New Year calendar is that, it names each of the 12 years after
an animal. Tradition says that Lord Buddha Hal called for all the animals to come to him before he departed from the
earth. But only 12 animals came to offer him farewell and as a token to Buddha named a year after each of the 12 animals
in the order they arrived.

On this occasion Chinese New Year is a tradition of family reunion, where folks of the family gather for feast and
acknowledge the spirits of their forefathers.

And this includes the street celebrations like the lion dance performance and dragon dance with exploding crackers
that the cracking sound of fire crackers signifies the getting rid of sadness or bad events of last year and ushering in a
good and prosperous coming new year!

"Kung Hei Fat Choy"
Have a great fortune

Everyone
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